
 

   
 

 
 

Gensler Masterplan for Europe’s First Ground-Up Circular 
City Sets Standard for New Urban Design 

 
February 23, 2023 – The government of Spain officially greenlit plans on December 30th for Elysium 
City, Europe’s first fully circular city project, located in Extremadura, Spain and designed by global 
architecture and design firm Gensler in alliance with local developer Castilblanco Elysium Corporation. 
Centered around the concept of regenerative design, the 2,900-acre mixed-use development will 
become a first-of-its-kind environmentally conscious leisure destination that sets the stage for the 
development of more carbon-positive urban projects to be realized across the globe.  
 
Innovation in Extremadura 
 
Europe has long been at the forefront of the green urban design movement, owing to centuries-old 
infrastructure that inherently encourages a more environmentally conscious way of life. Elysium takes 
this concept to the next level through the ground-up construction of a circular city that considers its 
natural surroundings and weaves its environment into the city’s core design. Unlike retrofitted green 
cities, Elysium will be created as a regenerative city from its inception, challenging the traditional scheme 
of linear cities to achieve a circular economy. This approach encompasses a holistic portfolio of nine 
distinct districts that provide a wide variety of activities stretching from the urban center to a riverfront: 
health and services, urban center, education and sports, riverfront, entertainment, residential and 
environment, event, and nature, marine, and facilities. 
 
A Pinnacle of Sustainability 
 
Surrounded by acres of protected forestry, streams, and an ecologically diverse reservoir, Extremadura 
is a region of Spain that is rich in natural resources, making it the ideal location to develop a regenerative 
urban landscape. Elysium City will be built as a sustainable network of systems that maximizes the 
potential of resources and eliminates waste using photovoltaic solar panels for energy production and 
supply, implementing wastewater treatment centers to irrigate green areas and produce locally grown 
agriculture within the city through hydroponic farms, as well as creating infrastructure that encourages 
public transportation and micromobility. This serves to reduce the overall number of resources 
consumed, reuse resources that are part of other processes, and recycle those that can be used as inputs 
for other activities, thus creating a constant circular cycle that benefits both the community and the 
environment. Overall, the project is expected to conserve nearly 57,000 tons of CO2 per year by 
generating energy from three photovoltaic plants on the site, as well as limiting all internal mobility to 
electric vehicles by the year horizon (2026). 
 
"Elysium's Master Plan is an opportunity to rethink how we plan and design our habitat, reinforcing the 
relationship between the built environment and operating ecosystems as interconnected organisms,” 
says Carlos Cubillos, Gensler's Global Cities and Urban Design Leader. “It reaffirms and refines our 
appreciation for nature, community and living in balance with the ecosystems of which we are a part of."  
 
An Economic Proposition 
 



 

   
 

Elysium’s impact will also benefit the region’s local economy and workforce, aiming to generate endless 
possibilities for employment and growth. Up to 56,000 direct jobs will be generated during the 
construction phase and indirect jobs will follow once the project has reached its operational phase. This 
unique concept will be a yield-only entity with multiple sources of revenue and recurrent income streams 
and is expected to break ground in July of this year. Upon completion, the large-scale project is projected 
to account for nearly 6 percent of Extremadura’s annual GDP, and nearly 0.3 percent of Spain’s annual 
GDP. 
 
“We’re thrilled to be moving forward with the operations and development of Elysium City after such a 
rigorous administrative process with the Spanish government,” says Francisco Nuchera, owner of 
Castilblanco Elysium Corporation. “Given its complex environmental and economic scope, this 
achievement is not only a unique and historic milestone for Spain, but also a model of what’s to come for 
ground-up circular cities that follow globally.”   
 
Entitlements 
 
Upon receiving entitlements in December, Elysium became one of the largest shovel-ready masterplans 
in Europe that includes numerous incentives around sustainable development. Gensler is working closely 
with Castilblanco Elysium Corporation to initiate a three-month decision-making period with interested 
operators to take steps toward bringing Elysium City to life and a true example of sustainable growth for 
the community and set a standard for urban projects around the world. 
 
For more information about the project, please visit www.elysiumspain.es  
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ABOUT GENSLER 
Gensler is a global architecture, design, and planning firm with 52 locations across Asia, Europe, 
Australia, the Middle East, and the Americas. Founded in 1965, the firm serves more than 3,300 active 
clients in virtually every industry. Guided by determined optimism, we believe the power of design can 
spark positive change and create a future that promotes equity, resilience, and wellbeing for everyone. 
Learn more about us: https://www.gensler.com/  
 
 

http://www.elysiumspain.es/
https://www.gensler.com/

